RUTA DE LOS TEMPL
DE LAENCOMIENDA D

HISTORIA Y ARTE DE UN MITO

La mayoria de pueblos de la Terra Alta y la Ribera d’Ebre adquirieron
naturaleza juridica gracias a los caballeros del Templo, los monjes
guerreros de las Cruzadas a Jerusalén. La orden religioso-militar
templaria destacd muy pronto por su disciplina y austeridad, que
contrastaba con los usos establecidos en Roma. En el aspecto
econdmico, su empuje los convirtié en los grandes banqueros de
Europa y de Occidente. En las comarcas del Ebro, su presencia se
dejé notar en una artesania variada y en la diversificacion de los
cultivos, haciendo prosperar la agricultura. No hay que extranar, por
tanto, que su roja cruz levantara admiracion y suspicacia a partes
iguales. Enfrentada al poder papal, la Orden de los Templarios fue
aniquilada hace casi 700 anos.

La arquitectura templaria ha dejado grandes ejemplos en la Ribera
d’Ebre y la Terra Alta, con el convento de San Salvador en Horta de
Sant Joan, la ermita de Berrus de Riba-roja d’Ebre o el castillo de
Miravet, donde los monjes guerreros defendieron a muerte su honor.

ROUTE OF THE TEMPLARS
OF THE REALM OF MIRAVET

AT AND HISTORY OF A LEGEND

The majority of the villages of the Terra Alta and Ribera d’Ebre regions
became juridical centres thanks to the Knights Templar, the warrior
monks of the Crusades of Jerusalem. This military-religious Order of
the Templar soon made a name for itself. This was mainly due to its
austerity, which was in sharp contrast to established practices of
Rome. In economic terms, their efforts made them into the great
bankers of Europe and the West. They left their mark on the land of
the Ebro by diversifying agricultural crops, making the farmers richer
and also by introducing various crafts and skills to the area.
It is not strange therefore that their red cross inspired admiration and
raised suspicion in equal amounts. Due to the order’s opposition to
Papal rule, the Order of the Knights Templar was wiped out nearly
700 years ago.

The Knights Templar have left great examples of their architecture in
the Ribera d’Ebre and Terra Alta regions. This can be seen in the
Convent of San Salvador in Horta de Sant Joan, Berrds Hermitage
in Riba-roja d’Ebre and Miravet Castle where the warrior monks fought
to the death in defence of their honour.
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